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Activities overview
During the first two weeks of March, RAS Field
Team has been in contact with 73 new arrivals. The
most represented groups among new arrivals were
citizens of Pakistan (41%), Afghanistan (18%), Iraq
(14%) and Syria (11%).

Improvised beds on the roof of the abandoned
building near “Bristol” hotel, March 14th

During this period, 79 interviews were conducted and information was provided to 177 persons.
In coordination with Praxis and MSF, 16 targeted non-food items (NFI) distributions were carried
out as a result of which 23 persons were provided
with 25 items of clothing.
In the first 14 days of March, 52 persons were
referred to services provided by other NGOs and
state institutions - in most cases Praxis, for assistance related to registration process, MSF for medical assistance and mental health support, and HCIT
for legal support. During the field visit to Šid, one
family of four was assisted with transportation to TC
Principovac, while a migrant from Iran was taken to
the local primary health care center.

Trends and developments
Sleeping Rough in Belgrade
During the first days of March, around 20 persons were using the abandoned building behind
“Bristol” hotel as a shelter. In a massive 4-story
structure scheduled for demolition, most of the windows were removed and interior walls demolished,
making the temperature inside just several degrees
above the one outdoors. On all four levels, floor is
covered with garbage and debris from building materials, mostly broken glass. Six rooms chosen as
shelter were usually the ones lacking any wall openings, which previously served as a storeroom or toilet.
One person from Algeria, interviewed at the
site, stated that he is residing in the building with 3
friends (2 from Algeria and 1 from Syria).
After the first week of March, the weather conditions in Belgrade have drastically improved. Because of the melting snow, huge quantities of water
started pouring through the damaged pipelines into
the building and, by March 8th, most areas were covered with water and practically inaccessible. At this
time it seemed that no one was residing in the building, except for the two small rooms, which could accommodate not more than 5 persons.
However, as soon as the water dried up, migrants started returning to the building and, on
March 14th, at least 30 persons were residing in
different rooms. According to the arrangement of
items in some of the rooms, it is clear that some of
them are not used only for sleeping, but also as a
living space.
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Informal settlements near the border
areas

In the first two weeks of March, RAS Field
Team conducted three field visits to the areas outside Belgrade - one in Subotica and two in Šid.

SUBOTICA AREA
At the beginning of this month there were approximately 130 persons residing in five informal
settlements in Subotica area. All five are located
outside of urban areas, usually in abandoned facilities. Additionally, there are several more locations
(such as the railway depot on Subotica train station)
used as a temporary shelter for those arriving from
reception centers or from Belgrade in attempt to
cross the border.

The largest settlement is situated about 3 kilometers from Horgos and has been active since the
spring of 2017. The settlement consists of several
abandoned and semi-demolished facilities. All 40
persons residing there are from Pakistan, except for
the one migrant from Cuba.
Migrant community there is split into several
groups comprised from 5 to 10 persons and residing
in separate buildings. Migrants have been residing
there for at least 4 months.
Despite harsh living conditions (characterized
by exposure to winter weather, residing in rooms
lacking doors and windows, and remoteness of the
settlement from urban areas), atmosphere within
the community was positive and calm.
All interviewed persons claimed to have tried
to cross into Hungary and/or Croatia dozens of
times during past several months, but stated that

Migrants preparing food in an improvised shelter near Horgoš,
March 9th

In four out of five settlements in Subotica
area, almost all residents are from Pakistan, while
migrants from Afghanistan are a majority in one settlement near the village of Horgos. The population
has remained relatively stable over the winter season with a very few new arrivals.1

the push-backs they have experienced were not violent. Heightened interest in alternative route going
through Bosnia and Herzegovina was noted.
According to information obtained from volunteer groups, in one of five mentioned informal settlements, two buildings burnt down under unclear
circumstances on March 15th.

1
Data obtained from the volunteers of BelgrAid and Escuela Con Alma who provide the basic services for refugees/migrants staying outdoors in Subotica area

ŠID AREA

they clearly articulated frustration because of
their current circumstances, lack of options of
reaching intended destination countries and
exhaustion.
While a few have not tried to exit Serbia in several months, most of the others keep trying frequently. Among the reported means these migrants use to
exit Serbia, use of cars and trucks comprise a majority. Four respondents were deported from Slovenia
in the last week of February and several others were
caught by Serbian police while trying to cross the
border. None of them reported violent push-backs or
any instances of violent behavior by state authorities.
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Although migrants who reside in the Šid area
sleep rough on different locations around the town,
the main point of gathering remains an abandoned
building complex on the outskirts of the town (“Grafosrem”). However, migrants avoid sleeping in this
building out of fear of police raids. Different organizations provide services on this site, including regular distribution of food twice a day (by No Name
Kitchen volunteer group), and visits by a mobile MSF
team. The number of migrants who visit the complex daily is between 35-40. Most of them are young
males, including minors, and nearly all are from Afghanistan. The team recorded the presence of two
families with two children from Iran who sleep rough
in the Šid area. Only occasionally, families who otherwise reside in camps all over the country come to
the town of Šid to try to cross the Serbian-Croatian
border.

The evident need for a better protection system in Šid is highlighted by violent acts that occur
within the migrant community in the area. RAS Field
Team was informed that on March 11th, two migrants
from Afghanistan suffered knife injuries near the vil-

Interior of one of the buildings within the “Grafosrem” complex in Šid,
March 13th

Almost all interviewed migrants have been
residing in Serbia for a significant amount of time
(usually 8 months or more). During the interviews

lage of Berkasovo on Serbian border with Croatia.
On March 12th, the team assisted an injured
migrant from Iran who was found bleeding in front

of a local motel by taking him to the local medical center. The migrant was attacked by a group
from Afghanistan and was hospitalized with severe nose bleeding and cuts on his hand.
On the same night, another migrant from Afghanistan was taken to the primary health care
center after he was found nearly unconscious by a
group of volunteers.
Although migrants were reluctant to report
any incidents of inter-communal violence, insights
gained from the field visits point towards a growing
sense of insecurity within the community - one of
the main reasons why migrants are unwilling to disclose the location of their shelters.
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On March 16, police raided the squat during
a scheduled food distribution. Around 20 migrants
were taken away from the squat, while the equipment installed by volunteers, such as stoves and
lamps, were destroyed. Volunteer groups report that
the migrants were later taken to the two asylum facilities in the area - namely to TC Principovac and
TC Adasevci and that, as of March 17, a few of them
returned to the town of Sid.

Age groups and countries of origin
Among the newly arrived migrants from Afghanistan, very few are children under 15 years old
or adults over 35 years old (2/37 or 5% respectively).
Afghanistan

60%

Migrants arriving from this country are mostly between 15-18 years of age - in fact, 80% of people in
that age category arrive from Afghanistan. They all
travel as unaccompanied minors.
Similarly, when it comes to migrants from Pakistan, non of the migrants are under 15 years of
age, and only 8% (5/60) are 35 or older. Most represented are Pakistani migrants who are between 18
and 25 years old, as they comprise 53% (32/60) of
all new arrivals. They also make up nearly half of all
newly arrived migrants who fall under this age category (32/71).
These patterns differ when it comes to migrants from Iran and Iraq. Migrants arriving from
Iran tend to be older than average. Most of them,
42% (13/31), are between 25 and 35 years old. In addition, 35% (11/31) of the newly arrived Iranians are
older than 35. This is the most represented country
of origin among this particular age group with 41%
(11/27).
As Iraqi migrants mostly arrive with their families, children under 15 years of age comprise a
significant portion of Iraqi migrants, amounting to
19% (8/43). This is the most represented nationality
among this age category with 53% (8/15).
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New arrivals’ age groups by country of origin,
February-March 2018
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Home towns/provinces
Mapping of the cities/provinces which 254 interviewed migrants/refugees report as their hometowns has shown that migrants from Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Iraq, and Syria come exclusively from areas where their lives can be considered to be under
a threat, while those from Iran follow no apparent
patterns in terms of where they migrate from.
As shown on the map, migrants arriving from
Afghanistan lived in the north or northeast of the
country. The city of Logar is the most represented
hometown (15/73) together with provinces of Nangarhar, Kabul, Ghazni, and Kunar. Recent events in
these areas include alleged unlawful killings by special forces in Kandahar province close to the border
with Pakistan, and the continuous presence of the
Taliban and the Islamic State of Khorason Province
(ISKP), the Afghan branch of ISIS2.

tiple actors continue their military operations
on the territory of Iraq4.
Newly arrived Syrian migrants tend to be
from near coastal areas in Syria, including cities
such as Damaskus (4/15) and Daraa (5/15). March
15 marks the seventh full year of war in Syria, during
which over 400,000 Syrians had been killed and half
of the population, amounting to over 5 million people, displaced5.
The demographics of the increasing Iranian
population which arrives in Belgrade show no patterns.
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Our analysis has shown similar trends with
regard to Pakistan. Among Pakistani migrants/
refugees, nearly all come from the northwestern
Pashtun part of the country which shares a border
with Afghanistan or the northeastern Punjabi region
around the city of Lahore. The most represented cities include Gujrat (18/83), Sialkot, and Karachi. On
March 13, Human Rights Watch reported about the
perpetuated discrimination of Pakistani Pashtuns
and violent attacks by Taliban groups in the northwest. In the Punjab province, religious freedoms are
under a threat due to the application of blasphemy
laws3.
Nearly all interviewees from Iraq came from
Iraqi Kurdistan. Among these Iraqi migrants, the
majority (18/33) lived in the city of Sulaymaniyah. In
2017, 1 million of Iraqi Kurds were displaced as mul-

2
Human Rights Watch, ‘Afghanistan: Alleged Summary Executions by Special Forces’, February 21, 2018, available at:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/21/afghanistan-alleged-summary-executions-special-forces; Afghanistan: No Letup in War’s
Civilian Toll, January 18, 2018, available at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/18/afghanistan-no-letup-wars-civilian-toll
3
Human Rights Watch, ‘Listen to Pakistan’s Marginalized Pashtuns’, March 13, 2018 available at: https://www.hrw.org/
news/2018/03/13/listen-pakistans-marginalized-pashtuns
4
Human Rights Watch, ‘Iraq: Events of 2017’, January 9, 2018, available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2018/country-chapters/iraq
5
Amnesty International, ‘Syria’s seven years of suffering’, March 15, 2018, available at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/
blogs/campaigns/syrias-seven-years-suffering
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